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UK, France, Italy 

8 September – 16 
September 

UK: Meetings, Memorial Scholarship announcement 

France: Tributes to South Australian soldiers, 
Meetings, Memorandum of Understanding signing 

Italy: Strengthen economic engagement + further 
mutual learning through the Reggio Emilia 
Foundation for early childhood development 

See report 
attached 

See 
attached 

$37,795.07 See attached 
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PREMIER’S OVERSEAS TRAVEL OUTCOME REPORT 

TRAVEL DETAILS 
DEPARTURE DATE 8 September 2017 Return Date 16 September 2017 
 

DESTINATIONS (COUNTRY/IES) UK, Italy, and France  

The visit focussed on strengthening existing links with senior relations from the French 
Government and industry in key sectors including defence and renewable energy, and establishing 
relationships with newly identified investors. 

During the visit the Sister-Region Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Government of 
the Region of Brittany was signed. The agreement aims to leverage the opportunities arising out of 
the Future Submarines Program and to explore other areas of shared interest. 

In Paris the South Australian Office in France was officially opened. The establishment of the office 
demonstrates the increasingly close relationship between South Australia and France and will help 
promote South Australia as an attractive place to do business, invest, live and work. 

In Italy, strengthened engagement with the Municipality of Reggio Emilia and established further 
areas of collaboration between our jurisdictions on early childhood development and learning. 
In London I announced the Kirsty Boden Memorial Nursing Scholarship in memory of the late Ms 
Kirsty Boden who lost her life in a terrorist attack in London in June 2017. The scholarship is to be 
awarded to two students each year, for at least the next five years. The scholarship is for regional 
students in their final year of study at Flinders University. 

In France, I visited the Western Front, including the towns of Dernancourt, Villers-Bretonneux and 
Blangy Tronville to acknowledge South Australians who fought and died during active service in 
France. Engagements included; 

• Met with the Mayor and community of the town of Blangy Tronville and planted a
eucalyptus tree and unveiled a plaque to recognise the renaming of their local school to the
‘Arthur Clifford Stribling School’. The school is to be officially renamed next April after a
solider from Tarlee who died on the Western Front, 25 April 1918.

• Unveiled a headstone during a rededication ceremony for Corporal Inglis at the Adelaide
Cemetery in Villers-Bretonneux. Corporal Inglis was from Jamestown and was killed in
action in 1918, but the grave was unidentified until now.

• Met with the Mayors of Dernancourt and Fromelles to recognise the close relationship
between the people of South Australia and the people of France and commemorate the
South Australians who died on active duty in France.

During my visit I strengthened economic and business ties with France to foster trade, investment 
and job creation in key priority sectors such as advanced manufacturing, renewable energy and 
defence. The following are a number of outcomes from my meetings in Paris; 

• Two MoUs were signed with renewable energy company Neoen. The first to promote
investment by French firms in South Australia, and foster broader engagement with the
French community. The second to establish a cooperative relationship to advance South
Australia’s hydrogen economy.

• Navya committed to establishing their Asia-Pacific driverless vehicle manufacturing facility
in Adelaide.

• Dassault Systèmes committed to establish its Australian headquarters in Adelaide in 2018
as part of an agreement to build Australia’s first virtual shipyard. The 3D technology will be
an invaluable source for training as the State prepares for the Future Submarines Project.

• Naval Group confirmed their intentions to expand their presence in South Australia over the
coming two-three years.

• Power producer Engie advised of its aspirations to become a major player in the hydrogen
economy and its investment interest in large scale production of hydrogen in South
Australia for export to overseas markets.



• Renewable energy company Akuo Energy provided an update regarding its entry into the
Australian market, in particular its plans to develop a demonstration scale floating solar PV
power station on Happy Valley reservoir following execution of a MoU with SA Water. Akuo
introduced partner company Ciel & Terre, who designs the floats and plans to establish
manufacturing within Australia.

I met with the French Minister for European and Foreign Affairs, Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian to further 
the strong and enduring relationship between France and South Australia.  

I formally opened the South Australian Office in France. The opening of a permanent office in Paris 
demonstrates South Australia’s commitment to an enduring and mutually beneficial relationship 
with France.  

• Ms Corinne Namblard was engaged by the Office of the Agent General as the South
Australian representative for France through a Contract of Services arrangement effective 1
May 2017.

• At the time of engagement, the State Government and the Office of the Agent General were
aware of allegations against Ms Namblard from 2007 surrounding dealings involving an
airport in Italy. The government was assured the allegations had been resolved but the
matter has since re-emerged in legal proceedings in Italy.

• Ms Namblard’s service agreement was terminated on 29 September 2017 in accordance
with the additional clause included in the contract allowing the government to terminate the
contract if it considered that Ms Namblard’s continued engagement would cause
reputational damage to the South Australian Government.

• The Office of the Agent General in London will continue managing the South Australian
Office in France and Mr John Rees, Trade and Investment Director, Office of the Agent
General and Mr David Deslandes, Consultant-France are currently representing the office
until a permanent representative is appointed.

In France I also travelled to Rennes, Brittany and signed the Sister-Region MoU with the 
Government of the Region of Brittany. The agreement will provide opportunities for collaboration, 
particularly in the development of emerging industries, such as defence, cyber, sustainable energy 
and technologies, smart cities and grids, and marine technology. 

• The President of Brittany accepted my invitation to lead a delegation to South Australia in
early February to further collaboration between our two regions.

In Reggio Emilia I met with members of the Municipality of Reggio Emilia, Professor Carla Rinaldi 
and other members of the Foundation “Reggio Children – Centro Loris Malaguzzi”, to strengthen 
economic engagement and further mutual learning between our jurisdictions on early childhood 
development, contributing to our State’s strategic priority on education. Outcomes from the 
engagements with local representatives and the Foundation;  

• Committed to establishing an agreement with the Mayor of the Municipality of Reggio
Emilia to explore areas of cooperation in food and agriculture and further collaboration in
early childhood education.

• The South Australian Collaborative Childhood Project and the Reggio Children Company to
establish a ‘train the trainer’ program between the municipal early childhood institution of
Reggio Emilia and the South Australian Government.

• Nominated Professor Lester-Irabinna Rigney as a candidate for the Scientific Committee
which is a subcommittee of The Foundation Reggio Children – Centro Loris Malaguzzi.

• Finalised details for the next Scientific Committee meeting which is being held in Adelaide
9-10 November 2017. The meeting will coincide with the Re-imagining Childhood
Conference where delegates will have the opportunity to engage with international and
local leaders in early childhood policy and practices.
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Premier’s Official Program – Europe Mission 2017 

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP 
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Friday 8 September ‐ Saturday 16 September 2017  

Official Program 
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Europe 
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2 Premier’s Official Program – Europe Mission 2017 

Overview

Official Party  

The Hon Jay Weatherill MP  
Premier of South Australia 

Ms Cathy Parker  
Policy Adviser  
Office of the Premier 

Mr Adam Todd  
Chief Media Adviser 
Office of the Premier 

Mr Rik Morris 
Executive Director, Government 
Communications, Engagement and 
International Relations 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

Accompanying delegation in France 

Ms Corinne Namblard  
Representative for France, French Office  
Government of South Australia 

Ms Carolyn Sladden  
Director, International Relations and Protocol 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

Mr John Rees  
Trade and Investment Director 
Office of the Agent General for South Australia 

Mr Richard Price (attending Defence meetings) 
Executive Director, Defence and Industry 
Defence SA 

Mr Richard Day (attending Renewable 
meetings) 
Director, Low Carbon Economy Unit 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

South Australian London Contacts 

Office of the Agent General 
Australia Centre 
Corner Melbourne Place and the Strand 
London WC2B 4LG 

Mr Bill Muirhead AM 

Agent General for South Australia 

Mr James Mraz 

Deputy Agent General 

Mr John Rees  
Trade and Investment Director 
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Australian Embassies 

Australian High Commission in London 
Australian High Commission 
Strand, London WC2B 4LA 

HE the Hon Alexander Downer AC 
Australian High Commissioner to the UK 

Australian Embassy in France 
Ambassade d’Australie 
4, rue Jean Rey Paris 75015 

HE Mr Stephen Brady AO CVO 
Australian Ambassador to France 

Dr Kate O’Shaughnessy 
First Secretary 

Ms Jennifer Stephenson 
First Secretary, Western Front Commémorations 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Australian Embassy in Italy 
Via Antonio Bosio, 5, 00161, Rome   

HE Dr Greg French  
Australian Ambassador to Italy 

Mr Paul Garwood 
Research Officer, Political, Economic and Public 
Diplomacy  

Accommodation 

London ‐ Royal Automobile Club  
(Premier only) 
89 Pall Mall, St. James's, London SW1Y 5HS, UK  

London ‐ The Cavendish Hotel 
(Delegation) 
81 Jermyn St, St. James's, London SW1Y 6JF, UK 

Paris ‐ Hyatt Paris Madeleine Hotel 
24 Boulevard Malesherbes, Paris, France 75008 

Reggio Emilia ‐ Hotel Posta 
Piazza del Monte, 2, 42121 Reggio nell'Emilia 
RE, Italy 

Currency Conversion 

1 Australian dollar = 0.62 British pounds 
1 British pound = 1.63 Australian dollars 

1 Australian dollar = 0.67 Euro 
1 Euro dollar = 1.49 Australian dollar 

*as at 04 September 2017

Time Difference 

London is 8 hours and 30 minutes behind SA 
time. 

Paris is 7 hours and 30 minutes behind SA time 

Reggio Emilia is 7 hours and 30 minutes behind 
SA time 

Forecasted Weather 

LONDON 
Saturday:  Max: 18° rain  Min: 11° 

FRANCE 
Sunday:   Max 19°  rain  Min: 12° 
Monday:  Max: 18°  Min: 11° 
Tuesday:  Max: 17°  Min: 09° 

ITALY 
Wednesday:  Max: 29°  Min: 16° 
Thursday:  Max: 29°  Min: 17° 
Friday:  Max: 25°  Min: 13° 
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DAY 1 – Friday, 8 September 2017, Adelaide – London (via Dubai) 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

9.50 pm  Depart for London  Premier,  
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 

DAY 2 – Saturday, 9 September 2017, London 

3.30 pm  Meeting with Mr James Hodder 

Venue:  London Marriott Hotel County Hall, meet in foyer 

Premier 
Agent General,  
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris  

4.00 pm  Announcement of the Kirsty Boden Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship 

Venue:  Park across the road from the London Marriott, 

Premier 
Agent General,  
C Parker, A Todd, 
R Morris, J Mraz  

4.45 pm approx.  Lay a wreath in memory of Kirsty Boden 

Venue:  London Bridge:  at the stone plinth situated at the 
start of the southern end of the bridge near 
Borough Market. 

Premier 
Agent General,  
C Parker, A Todd, 
R Morris, J Mraz  

7.00 pm  Dinner hosted by the Agent General for South Australia 

Met by:   Mr Bill Muirhead AM 
Agent General for South Australia 

Premier 
Agent General 

Day 3 – Sunday, 10 September 2017, London – Paris 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

7.45 am  Transfer to London St‐Pancras train station   Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
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8.58 am  Depart for Lille 

11.30 am  Arrive Lille  Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 
R Morris, J Rees 

12.00 pm  Arrive Fromelles Museum 

Met by:   Mr Jean‐Gabriel Masson 
Mayor of Fromelles 
  Ms Claire Fillassie 
Director of the Museum 

Venue:  Fromelles Museum, Pheasant Wood Cemetery, 
Cobbers and VC Corner 

Tribute:  Poppy to place next to the names of South 
Australian soldiers 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees 

J Stephenson 

1.55 pm  Arrive Dernancourt 

Met by:   Mr Sylvain Lequeux 
Mayor of Dernancourt 

Venue:  Adelaide School 
Wreath:  Place at the grave of LTCOL Allan William Leane 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees 

J Stephenson 

2.40 pm  Transfer to Villers‐Bretonneux 

3.10 pm  Arrive Villers‐Bretonneux 

Met by:   Mr Patrick Simon 
Mayor of Villers‐Bretonneux 
Colonel Scott Clingan 
Defence Attaché Commemorations  
Australian Embassy Paris 

Venue:  Australian National War Memorial and 
Adelaide Cemetery 

Tribute:  Poppy to place next to the names of South 
Australian soldiers 

Wreath:  Headstone Rededication ceremony 
for Corporal Edward Inglis 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees 

J Stephenson 
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4.00 pm  Arrive Blangy‐Tronville 

Met by:   Mr Eric Gueant 

Mayor of Blangy‐Troville 

Venue:  Chateau, Cemetery and School 
Tribute:  Eucalyptus Tree, plaque and wreath 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees 
J Stephenson 

Colonel Scott Clingan

7.00 pm  Arrive Hyatt Paris Madeleine Hotel  Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Sladden, J Rees 

Day 4 – Monday, 11 September 2017, Paris ‐ Brittany ‐ Paris 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

Arrive Paris Montparnasse Train Station  Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Sladden, J Rees 

8.56 am  Depart for Rennes on TGV Train 

10.24 am  Arrive Rennes, Brittany 

Met by:   Mrs Marie Forner 
Chief of Protocol, Regional Consul  

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Sladden, J Rees 

11.00 am  Meeting with Mr Loïg Chesnais‐Girard, President of the 
Regional Council of Brittany 

Venue:  Hotel de regions (Town Hall) 

Premier 
C Parker 

11.00 am –  

12 noon 

Accompanying delegation meet with Jacques Le Vagueresse, 
Director of European and International Affairs, and Renaud 
Layadi, in charge of the SA partnership, Department of 
International Affairs 

A Todd, R Morris, 
C Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees 
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11.30 am  Attend the meeting of the Executive Council of Brittany  

Venue:  Hotel de regions (Town Hall) 

Premier 
C Parker 

12.00 pm  Sister Region Memorandum of Understanding Signing 
Ceremony 

Venue:  Press Room, Hotel de regions (Town Hall) 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees, 
D Deslandes 

12.30 pm  Luncheon hosted by the President of the Regional Council of 
Brittany 

Venue:  Hôtel de Région 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris, C 
Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees, 
D Deslandes 

2.00 pm  Presentation of Cyber Security Cluster 

Venue:  B‐com Institute, Cesson‐Sévigné 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Namblard, 

C Sladden, J Rees 

3.00 pm  Transfer to Rennes train station 

3.35 pm  Depart for Paris on TGV train 

5.04 pm  Arrive Paris Montparnasse Train Station 

8.00 pm  Dinner with Naval Group  Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, R Price
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Day 5 – Tuesday, 12 September 2017, Paris 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

9.00 am  Meeting with Vulcain 

Venue:  Hyatt Paris Madeleine, Imari meeting room 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, J Rees 

10.00 am  Meeting with Engie 

Venue:  Hyatt Paris Madeleine, Imari meeting room 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, R Day 

11.00 am  Meeting with Neoen 

Venue:  Hyatt Paris Madeleine, Imari meeting room 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, R Day 

1.00 pm  Luncheon hosted by Mr Jean‐Yves Le Drian, French Minister for 
European and Foreign Affairs 

Venue:  Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Premier 
A Todd,  

C Namblard 

3.30 pm  Meeting with Dassault System 

Venue:  Hyatt Paris Madeleine, Imari meeting room 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, R Price, 

J Rees  

5.30 pm  Meeting with French Company  Premier, C Parker,
 A Todd, R Morris, 
C Namblard, J Rees

6.30 pm  Reception for the Official Opening of the South Australia Office 
in France 

Venue:  Australian Embassy ‐ 4 rue Jean Rey, 75015 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris,  
C Namblard,  

C Sladden, J Rees 
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8.30 pm  Dinner hosted by His Excellency Stephen Brady AO CVO, 

Australian Ambassador to France 

Venue:  Australian Embassy ‐ 4 rue Jean Rey, 75015 

Premier 
C Parker 

Day 6 – Wednesday, 13 September 2017, Paris ‐ Reggio Emilia 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

9.30 am  Meeting with Akuo Energy and Ciel et Terre 

Venue:  Akuo Head Office 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd,  

R Morris,  
C Namblard, R Day 

11.30 am  Arrive Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport 
(Terminal AEROGARE 2 F) 

1.00 pm  Depart for Bologna 

5.00 pm  Meeting with Regional and local officials 

Venue:  Town Hall of Reggio Emilia 

Premier,  
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador 
 P Garwood 

6.30 pm  Meeting with President and Director of the Municipal 
Preschool Diana 

Venue:  Municipal Preschool Diana 

Premier,  
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador, 
 P Garwood  

7.30 pm  Dinner hosted by Mrs Carla Rinaldi, President of the Reggio 
Emilia Children Foundation 

Premier, 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
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Day 7 – Thursday, 14 September 2017, Paris ‐ Reggio Emilia 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

9.00 am  Meeting with the President and staff of the Reggio Emilia 
Children Foundation ‐ Loris Malaguzzi International Centre 

Venue:  Board of Directors room, Loris Malaguzzi 
International Centre 

Premier,  
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador, 
 P Garwood 

11.00 am  Promoting Founders and Participating Founders Assembly 

Venue:  Reggio Emilia Institute Room, Loris Malaguzzi  
International Centre  

Premier, 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador, 
 P Garwood 

1.15 pm  Luncheon with Mayor, Mrs Rinaldi and Foundation board of 
Directors  

Venue:  Pause Atelier dei Sapori 

Premier,  
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador, 
 P Garwood 

2.30 pm  Meeting with Mrs Claudia Giudici, President of Reggio Children 
Company 

Venue:  Board of Directors room, Loris Malaguzzi 
International Centre 

Premier,  
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador, 
 P Garwood 

4.30 pm  Participating Members’ Assembly followed by Public 
Conversation 

Venue:  Kuwait Room 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador, 
 P Garwood 

7.30 pm  Dinner with participants following the Assembly 

Venue:  Columns Room 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
Ambassador, 
 P Garwood 
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Day 8 – Friday, 15 September 2017, Reggio Emilia – Adelaide (via Dubai) 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

8.45 am  Opening of the school year at the Loris Malaguzzi International 
Centre 

Venue:  Loris Malaguzzi International Centre 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 

10.30 am  Meet with the Board of Directors of the Foundation 

Venue:  Loris Malaguzzi International Centre 

Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 

1.00 pm  Arrive Bologna Airport  Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 

3.20 pm  Depart for Adelaide 

Day 9 – Saturday, 16 September 2017, Dubai ‐ Adelaide 

Time  Activity  Attendees 

8.05 pm  Arrive Adelaide Airport  Premier 
C Parker, A Todd, 

R Morris 
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