
Horizontal and Vertical Display of Flags 
 

The Australian National Flag and Australian state flags have the Union Jack in the 
upper left-hand quarter (the 'canton') nearest the flagpole.  
 
The canton is the position of honour on the flag. Whether the flag is displayed flat 
against a surface (either horizontally or vertically), on a staff, on a flag rope or 
suspended vertically in the middle of a street, the canton should be in the uppermost 
left quarter as viewed by a person facing the flag. 
 
When the flag is displayed vertically, it appears to be back to front, however as the 
canton is in the upper left hand quarter, this is correct. For example: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


